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Additional criteria updates related to competition cancellations and end 
of season decisions 
October 16, 2020 
 
Preamble 
This document has been created to provide an additional and final update for the determination of the 
2019-20 season rankings in short track speed skating as well as the method for the 2020-21 National and 
Development Team selection and carding, subsequent to the cascade of cancellations arising from COVID-
19. 
This document supersedes the High Performance Bulletin #186 for the purpose of carding and team status 
and HP Bulletin #184 for the purpose of determining a 2019-20 season ranking. 
 
As announced on March 12, 2020 the Canada Cup Final and Canada Cup Junior Final were both cancelled 
due to COVID-19. Shortly thereafter Speed Skating Canada announced that a modified Canadian 
Championships would be held in September that would serve to qualify the 2020-21 National and 
Developments teams and also to select athletes for the Racing Pool. Carding support for all athletes 
carded in 2019-20 and continuing in the sport was extended until the end of October 2020 to allow for 
this selection event to take place.  
Unfortunately, this competition was subsequently delayed until the end of October, and finally as of 
September 22, removed from the calendar altogether. Due to this change of events, SSC has put in place 
the following in order to close the issue of team status and ranking from last season to be able to start 
anew in 2021. 
 

Acknowledgements 
SSC acknowledges that no system put in place after the fact will be considered without flaw by those who 
are impacted by the result. 
Given the manner in which competitions are planned during a typical season, no competition already 
contested can serve as a perfect substitute for a cancelled ranking event. There may be athletes who were 
not present due to participation in other events and/or pre-selection to the ranking event itself, and the 
emphasis in training and preparation is not the same for any other competition. SSC is mindful of these 
things and wherever possible has attempted to favour elements that resemble the spirit and objective of 
the original criteria. 
That being said, at this point in the Olympic quadrennial, it is imperative that SSC conclude the rankings 
and selections from the previous season in order to support the preparation of athletes who show the 
most promise to be part of the team in Beijing 2022. 
 
Objectives, Priorities and Adjustments 
The objective of the high performance program, and in particular, of selecting athletes to receive carding 
support, is to provide assistance to athletes in the preparation of world-class performance at the highest 
levels. Speed Skating Canada receives a set allocation of funding for support each year and is tasked to 
establish criteria to determine which athletes show the most merit for this funding.  
 
In evaluating the procedure to be taken for adjusting the 2020-21 criteria, one of the chief priorities was 
to ensure that no athlete who was unable to requalify for carding support due to changes to the 
competition calendar was disadvantaged by the new criteria. Secondly, to the extent possible within the 
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rules and regulations of Sport Canada allocations, SSC’s goal was to establish criteria that would allow for 
the fairest distribution of new cards to athletes who demonstrated through their performance during the 
season that they were the most promising choices. In reviewing these priorities, SSC determined that the 
usual order of procedures for determining the recipients of carding would need to be modified. 
 
Normally short track carding is determined by team status which is in turn decided by the season ranking, 
be it either the senior, junior or NextGen ranking.  
Since the ranking competitions for both junior and senior levels were both cancelled in March of 2020, 
SSC was unable to make any selections, outside of those who were selected to the World championships 
team, on this basis. Therefore with the first priority being to ensure that no athletes lose funding due to 
the exceptional situation, SSC has chosen to operate in near reverse order this season for all athletes who 
were not named to the World Championships team. The procedure was therefore to: 

1. Rename athletes to the National Team (NT) or Development Team (DT) 
2. Establish a method to rank those renamed to teams 
3. Determining criteria for new additions to the teams according to maximum team size (NT: 8 per 

gender, DT: 6 per gender) 
4. Allocate cards to team members 
5. Establish the Canadian rankings 

 

Carding & team status 
World Championships team 
Firstly, by respecting the one aspect team selection, and carding from last season that was able to go 
ahead without impact from COVID-19, the members selected to the World Championships team are 
named to the National team for 2020-21 and are confirmed for carding at the SR or SR2 level (according 
to their previous carding) until July 2021. It is important to note that as per Sport Canada carding 
regulations, no athlete can receive an SR1 level card without attaining specific international performance 
criteria. Given that the World Championships were not contested, all World Championships team 
members are limited to SR or SR2 level carding. Those already at SR2 level will be re-carded at the SR level 
for 2020-21. 
 
2019-20 team members 
As noted, the next priority was to rename athletes to teams according to their status the year previous. 
For the National team: 
By maintaining team status for all athletes named to the National Team in 2019-20, and noting 
retirements, a total of 7 men and 6 women were named to the 2020-21 National team. 
The order by which these athletes were added to the team is according to the following priority: 

- World championships team members: in order of their selection to the World Championships 
team, then; 

- Those named to the Racing Pool for 2019-20, then; 
- Performance in international competition 

For the Development team: 
By maintaining team status for all athletes named to the Development Team in 2019-20, and noting 
retirements, 4 men and 2 women were named to the 2020-21 Development team. 
The order by which these athletes were added to the team is according to the following priority: 

- World Junior Championships team members: in order of their best performance at the World 
Junior Championships, then; 

- Performance at the Canada Cup #2 
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As all these athletes were named to the 2020-21 teams based on having been carded the previous season, 
their nomination for carding this season will remain unchanged from 2019-20. 
 
After confirming the nomination of last year’s NT and DT athletes to the teams for this season, there were 
positions remaining to be filled on each of the National and Development teams. In the absence of any 
season rank on which to base the new team nominations, SSC has selected the following criteria which 
closely resemble the spirit and objective of the original criteria. 
 
National team additions 
Remaining positions to be filled: 
NT women: 2 
NT men: 1 
Previously, the criteria for National team status favored selection to the most important senior 
competition of the season, followed by performance at the senior ranking competition. As there was no 
senior ranking competition, and the most recent results from senior competition (Canada Cup #2) 
excluded athletes who were competing at World Cups, World Junior Championships and the Youth 
Olympic Games, SSC prioritized remaining positions on the National Team for those who competed at 
significant international events this season. The priority order for filling the remaining national team 
positions was therefore the following: 

- World Cup competitors, by order of best individual performance 
- Junior competitors who demonstrated an exceptional performance in significant international 

competition 
Athletes named to the National team via this criteria will be nominated for 12 months of support at either 
the SR or the C1 level, according to their previous carding level. 
 
Development team additions 
Remaining positions to be filled: 
DT women: 4 
DT men: 2 
Previously, the criteria for Development team selection allowed for the first two positions per gender to 
be allocated to the best finishers at the senior ranking competition. As there was no senior ranking 
competition, and the most recent results from senior competition (Canada Cup #2) excluded athletes who 
were competing at World Cups, World Junior Championships and the Youth Olympic Games, SSC 
prioritized remaining positions for those who competed at significant international events this season.  
 
The previous criteria also established a maximum number of athletes of senior age category per gender 
who would be named to the development team. By re-nominating Development team athletes from the 
previous season and prioritizing international events of significance for the next available positions, this 
maximum number was attained for both the men’s and women’s DT team. Therefore the remaining places 
to be filled on each team were allocated to junior category athletes for 2020-21 according to their 
performance in the most significant junior national competition of last season, the Canadian Junior 
Championships. Despite the fact that this competition was held in December 2019, it was decided to be 
the most representative of junior performance given that the top junior athletes were present and that 
the focus of the competition was to qualify for the World Junior Championships.  
 
The priority order for filling the remaining development team positions was therefore the following: 

- World Junior team members, by order of points earned towards their selection to the team 



4 | P a g e  
 

- Competitors of junior age for the 2020-21 season, by order of rank and points at the 2019 
Canadian Junior Championships 

 
Athletes named to the Development team via these criteria will be nominated for 12 months of support 
at the D level. 
 
Bye requests 
National Team 
According to HP Bulletin #187, only athletes who met the following criteria were eligible to request a bye 
onto the National team for 2020-21  

1) Athletes selected to the Racing Pool for the 2019-2020 season 
2) Athletes who finished top two at the Short Track Canada Cup 2 
3) Athletes who have competed in a Final A in an individual distance at a World Cup during 
the 2019-2020 season 

Understanding that the Canada Cup Final is no more the determinant of National team status, and that 
the new criteria already makes allowances for those who were unable to requalify for status due to there 
not being a ranking competition, no bye requests will be entertained for National Team status this season. 
 
Development team 
Similarly, HP Bulletin #187 only allows athletes who met the following criteria to request a bye onto the 
Development team for 2020-21  

1) Athletes who finished top four at the Short Track Canada Cup 2 
2) Athletes who finished top ten in an individual distance at a World Cup during the 2019- 
2020 season. 

Again, since new performance criteria were established for additions to the team, after the renewal of 
those who were on the team for 2019-20, no bye requests will be entertained for Development Team 
status this season. 
 
2019-20 Season rank 
In order to establish a senior ranking, athletes named to the National and Development teams respectively 
will receive priority in the national ranking in order of their nomination to those teams.  
The next priority will be given to those from the ranking earned at Canada Cup #2. 
Senior Ranking: 

- Priority 1: National team, by order of nomination (including retirees) 
- Priority 2: Development team, by order of nomination (including retirees) 
- Priority 3: Top ranked athletes from Canada Cup #2 overall ranking (including retirees) 

Junior ranking 
- Priority 1:  Junior athletes on the senior ranking list, by rank (including retirees) 
- Priority 2: Top ranked junior athletes from Canada Cup #2 overall ranking (including retirees) 

 

Carding nomination 
Athletes who have been named to the teams and nominated for carding will be informed with a separate 
letter. 
As in the past, athletes have a review period of 7 days from the date of notification of nomination status 
during which they can appeal the decision. 
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Sport Canada will receive the list of athletes nominated for carding and will need to formally approve each 
one before payment can be issued. Once approved, athletes who are currently receiving carding will 
continue to receive support without interruption. Newly carded athletes will receive retroactive carding 
for the months of support since July with their first payment. 
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