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GENERAL INFORMATION 
About High Performance Bulletins 
The High Performance Advisory Council – Short Track (HPAC-ST) will issue bulletins periodically 
throughout the season informing skaters, coaches and associations of any update and/or changes 
to selection criteria, competitions, etc. 
 
The HPAC-ST reserves the right to modify or change the enclosed policies in the event that 
exceptional circumstances arise and that any such changes are clearly in the best interest of the 
high-performance program. In these situations, all athletes and coaches will be advised of any 
changes as soon as they are confirmed by the HPAC-ST. 

 
BULLETIN INFORMATION 
Purpose 
The Speed Skating Canada (SSC) Short Track NextGen program was created to ensure athletes 
advance to their maximum potential through development, training and competition 
opportunities, in order to be the best in the world when it is time to perform, in particular at World 
Championships, and at the Olympic Games. The program is supported by Sport Canada under the 
advisement of Own the Podium (OTP), the Canadian Olympic Committee (COC) and the Canadian 
Sport Institutes. 
 
While other programs provide support to athletes that have already shown medal potential, 
NextGen funding supports athletes who show evidence of progression toward medal potential 
and is therefore an investment in the long-term success of the sport. 
 
Funding for the program is received on an annual basis as part of the envelope provided to High 
Performance from Sport Canada and the COC, based on the recommendation by OTP.  

 
Objective 
The objective of the Next-Gen program is to identify athletes that have shown promising 
performances early in their development and provide targeted support based on their needs to 
ensure that they are competitive and can win a podium for Canada on the world stage in 5 to 8 
years.  
 

Defining Progression Towards Medal Potential in Short Track Speed Skating 
Early comparative research into the commonalities amongst high performing short track athletes 
at World Championships and Olympic Games revealed that those who earned podiums at that 
level, 1) were very likely (over 80%) to have earned a podium at the Junior World Championships, 
(2) earned their first international podium of significance (World Championships or Olympic 
Games) at approximately the same age (between 19 and 20 years old), and (3) exhibited the 
ability to be competitive at high speeds early on, with Canadian athletes falling within the norms 
for all categories. 
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Taken together, these three (3) findings were used to generate a matrix of performance 
thresholds for different stages along the athlete development pathway that will allow for the 
identification of athletes progressing towards a podium at significant international competitions. 
 
These criteria reflect the reality of the actual performance level within each identified 
development stage.  
 
The goal for identification via these criteria is not to identify the best Canadian skaters by 
development stage, but to target those who show the strongest medal potential in the short, 
medium, and long-term (5-8 years). 
 
The NextGen list will be generated at the completion of each season. Similarly, at the end of a 
season, athletes who no longer attain the stated criteria for their development stage will be 
removed from the NextGen list for the following season. 
 
By the time an athlete falls outside of the listed development stages, the expectation is that the 
athlete will have met more stringent performance criteria more narrowly focused on high level 
results, rather than on progression and the potential for performance. 

 
Priorities for NextGen Program 
The NextGen Criteria will be used to identify talent at an early stage, and will therefore help guide 
selection into camps, competitions, training groups, etc. Based on recent research indicating that 
Canadian short track’s single most distinguishing deficiency in terms of preparation for success 
at the highest level of competition is the low number of international level competitions our 
athletes have participated in prior to arriving at the highest level on the World stage. Based on 
this, SSC will continue to prioritize this area of support for the coming seasons. 
 
SSC will identify stage appropriate international competitions to be added to the High 
Performance competition calendar, at which NextGen athletes will receive priority consideration. 
The details of this will be provided in HP Bulletins for next season. 
 

NextGen Team 2021-22 
Updates to NextGen ID 2021-22 
The unique circumstances of the 2020-21 season mean that usual criteria for NG identification 
are impossible to attain. The criteria have already been updated for 2021-22, to give athletes and 
coaches a preview of what they will need to work towards during the 2021-22 season, but the 
process to create the NG ranking for this season has had to be vastly simplified to address the 
competition realities of this year due to COVID-19. 
 

Criteria for NextGen ID 2021-22 
The NextGen team will be composed of 6 athletes per gender, prior to any eventual withdrawals 
or replacements. 
 
The 2021-22 NextGen Team will be composed of the following:  
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1. The next ranked NextGen eligible athletes from the 2020-21 Canadian adjusted ranking, 
established at the 2021 Canadian Short Track Championship (following bye requests) who 
are ISU Junior age as well as those who are born July 1, 2001 or later. 

2. If places remain, these will be allocated to the next highest ranked athletes in the 2020-
21 Canadian Junior ranking not already named to the team. 

 
Limits 
Normally, an athlete can remain a Development team (NextGen Team) member for a maximum 
total of four (4) years (consecutively or in total). Please note that any years that a junior-aged 
athlete is a member of the Development/NextGen Team are not considered as part of this 4-year 
maximum.  
 
Additional years of SSC NextGen Team status will be decided at the discretion of the HPAC-ST on 
the basis of performance history, current performance indicators and NextGen pathway based on 
SSC’s LTPAD model. 
 
The previous NG identification criteria (international results, national ranking and performance by 
time) will be applicable for NG ranking and team identification for 2022-23, provided that the 
appropriate competition opportunities return.  
 

NextGen Team 2022-23 
Criteria for NextGen ID 2022-23 (once competition opportunities re-
emerge) 
Based on the findings from research in 2017-18, three (3) original principal criteria will continue to 
be used to qualify for the NextGen ranking: 
 

• Criteria 1: International results (World Junior Championships and World Cups) 
o International: athletes can attain elements for each standard at World Junior 

Championships and/or World Cups / Senior World Championships  
 

• Criteria 2: Canadian Senior and Junior ranking 
o National: Athletes can attain elements through adjusted Senior Ranking and/or 

Junior Ranking at the end of the season (calculated before retirements) 
 

• Criteria 3: Performances by times (500m, 1000m and 1500m) 
o Time: A time element that is calculated on a yearly basis at the end of each season 

based on the World’s best Junior A times for the distances of 500m, 1000m or 
1500m. Time standards have been updated to reflect the best times over the past 
3 seasons for which there is data. To ensure that times are representative of an 
athlete’s true ability, in order to count as an attainment of the category in 
Standards A to C, an athlete must meet the distance time standard twice in a 
season. For times to count as a criterium attained under Standard D or E, the 
athlete must achieve a minimum standard in both the 500m and 1500m distances. 
Any times achieved after July 1, 2021 will count towards the NextGen ranking list. 

 

NextGen Ranking List for 2021-22 
To create a ranking system with the NextGen pool of athletes, the following prioritization will be 
used: 
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Table of NextGen Prioritization 
Priority Tier Criteria Type 
1 Tier 1: 3 criteria International National Time 

2 Tier 2: 2 Criteria International National 
 

3 Tier 2: 2 Criteria International Time 
 

4 Tier 2: 2 Criteria National Time 
 

5 Tier 3: 1 Criteria International 
  

6 Tier 3: 1 Criteria National 
  

7 Tier 3: 1 Criteria Time 
  

      
Guiding principles for ranking order of athletes who meet NG Criteria: 

1. Tier 1 > Tier 2 > Tier 3, then;   
2. International Senior > international Junior > national senior  > national junior > time, then; 
3. Standard A > Standard B > Standard C, then; 
4. Ascending order of Senior national rank > Ascending order of Junior national rank > 

Ascending order of time in 500m 
 
To rank multiple athletes within the same tier, priority will be given to athletes who meet 
international criteria over national criteria, and then national criteria over those who meet time 
criteria. 
 
To rank multiple athletes within the same tier and the same type of criteria, the highest age 
category standard attained will be prioritized. Example: tier 2 athletes with two criteria of 
international and national – the athlete who meets a standard A will be prioritized over an athlete 
who meets a standard B. This is regardless of the actual age of the athlete. 
 
Finally, athletes who are still tied will be prioritized according to their adjusted National Senior 
ranking. If all athletes within the tier do not have an adjusted Senior ranking, the Junior ranking 
will be used to break the tie. Finally, if all athletes do not have a Senior or Junior ranking, then the 
best 500m will be used to break the tie. 
 
Please note that the Neo Senior Standard has been removed from the NextGen criteria. 
 
 
Approved by the High Performance Advisory Council - Short Track on March 3, 2021.  
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APPENDIX A: TABLE OF NEXTGEN 
CRITERIA FOR 2022-23  
NOTE: Subject to Review 
 

 

Single 2 distances Relay Relay 500 1000 1500 500 1000 1500

Standard A Up to Junior A2 
(18 as of July 1st) 3

Average 
ranking of 6 
over best 2 
distances

Top 2 Podium
Avg Top 6  

43.327
x 2

Avg Top 6 
1:29.499

x 2

Avg Top 6 
40.798

x 2

Avg Top 6 
1:24.224

x 2

Standard B Up to Junior A1 
(17 as of July 1st) 6

Average 
ranking of 

10 over best 
2 distances

Podium
Participate 

in final

Avg Top 10 
43.601

x 2

Avg Top 10  
2:23.380

x 2

Avg Top 10  
41.014

x 2

Avg Top 10 
2:13.752

x 2

Standard C Up to Junior B2 
(16 as of July 1st) 12

Average 
ranking of 

16 over best 
2 distances

Podium
Participate 

in Semi 
final

Avg Top 16 
43.914

x 2

Avg Top 16  
2:24.495

x 2

Avg Top 16  
41.220

x 2

Avg Top 16 
2:14.599

x 2

Standard D  Up to Junior B1 
(15 as of July 1st)

2 x 500m 
105% JWR 

(45.37)
90.74

AND 106% JWR
2:27.02

2 x 500m
107% JWR

(43.15)
86.30

AND 106% JWR
2:21.19

Standard E Up to Junior C2 
(14 as of July 1st)

2 x 500m 
107% JWR

(46.23)
92.46

AND 107% JWR
2:28.40

2 x 500m
109% JWR

(43.96)
87.92

AND 107% JWR
2:22.52

Talent ID: 14 as of July 1st

Talent ID: 12 and 13 as of 
July 1st

Top 4 + special 
invitations

NextGen Criteria 2021-2022

Criteria 1 Criteria 2 Criteria 3
International National Time Standard Performance

Age category as of July 1, 
2020

World Junior Championships ISU World Cups/ Worlds Canadian Ranking Overall Canadian Junior 
Ranking

2 x top 12 Top 10 Top 2

WOMEN MEN
Individual

Can Junior rank 
Can Est/ Can West

Selection to World cups Top 12 Top 5

Selection to World cups Top 15 girls / Top 20 boys Top 10

Qualification Selection to World cups Top 25 girls / Top 32 boys Top 15

Qualification No access due to age restrictions Top 25 girls / Top 32 boys Top 20

Any 14 (junior C2) 
not identified in 

Standard E
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