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“As we strive to grow speed skating across the country and build the 
strongest team possible for the 2022 Olympic Games and beyond, our 
mission to inspire and challenge Canada to thrive is becoming ever 
more important.”

Message from oUR                 
President and CEO
This past year is one we will not soon forget at Speed Skating Canada. 

As an organization, we made great strides toward the objectives of our 2018-2023 Strategic Plan. Our 
achievements in the areas of Sport Excellence and Organizational Excellence, accomplished in large part 
with the engagement and collaboration of our members, are highlighted over the following pages.

In particular, we take pride in the launch of our new national brand – a refreshed look and way of speaking 
about our sport that serves as a rallying cry for us all to move ‘faster forward’. In a year that saw increased 
emphasis globally on inclusion, our sport development team placed a renewed focus on safe sport and 
gender initiatives to ensure that all Canadians can actively participate in speed skating. 

Our work in 2019-2020 also paved the way for exciting initiatives ahead, including the development and 
adoption of a new membership and events management platform, online learning opportunities for coaches 
and officials, and a user-friendly website and resource centre. We plan to continue a regular schedule of 
virtual town halls with members and athletes to further the progress we have made in bringing diverse 
perspectives into our decision making.

On the international stage, Canadian athletes proudly wore the maple leaf as they mounted an exceptional 
number of podiums. The long track program experienced its most successful season in over a decade, 
capturing 12 World Championship medals. A haul of 25 World Cup medals, plus two in our first participation 
at the Youth Olympic Games, stand as evidence of a strong year for the short track team. Congratulations 
to our Team Canada; we celebrated every performance alongside you and recognize your steadfast 
commitment to training and preparation for these big moments. 

This stellar season was cut short by a crisis whose effects on our sport we are only beginning to understand. 
While COVID-19 has forced the cancellation of World Championships, domestic events, summer camps, 
dryland training and more, and caused stress and disappointment at all levels of sport, we find comfort in 
the fact that it has not dampened the spirit of our speed skating family.

It has been inspiring to witness each of you step up during this challenging time – from national team 
athletes offering at-home training tips, to PTSOs working diligently on return to sport plans, to parents and 
coaches keeping our young skaters active using virtual tools. You have demonstrated the true meaning of 
community, and for that we are immensely grateful.

One thing remains certain: our vision for the future of speed skating in Canada has not wavered. While our 
journey there may look a bit different, we know that sport will play a powerful role in uniting Canadians 
once we are through this pandemic. As we strive to grow speed skating across the country and build the 
strongest team possible for the 2022 Olympic Games and beyond, our mission to inspire and challenge 
Canada to thrive is becoming ever more important.

To all in our community who are navigating this road alongside us – our PTSOs, clubs, coaches, officials, 
volunteers, partners and athletes – we say thank you. We are honoured to have you as members of our 
larger team. We continue to find strength in your commitment to pushing our sport ever forward, your 
integrity and respect for one another, and your passion for achieving excellence on and off the ice.

Blair Carbert
President

Susan Auch
CEO
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VISION 

We will lead our members and partners in the relentless pursuit of excellence.

MISSION 

To challenge and inspire Canada to thrive through the power of speed skating. We accomplish this by: 

• Providing inclusive access and opportunity for skaters, coaches, officials and volunteers to participate 
and grow within the speed skating community. 

• Achieving excellence on the international stage by investing in a world class and sustainable high 
performance system. 

• Building excitement and awareness about the sport while fostering connections and partnerships. 

VALUES 

Values drive our behavior, relationships and decision making in everything we do. We will lead with an 
unwavering... 

• Respect for Others: We assume the best of others, listen for understanding and value diversity. We are 
considerate and compassionate. We choose our words carefully in order to build esteem and goodwill. 

• Desire to be Leaders: We are bold and courageous and make tough decisions. We are collaborative. 
We challenge the status quo. We stand up for what we believe in and have confidence in our decisions. 

• Commitment to Excellence: We invest in success and proudly celebrate our achievements. We are 
passionate, determined and resilient. We overcome adversity together. 

• Sense of Community: We strive to create a positive and inclusive place of belonging. We accept 
everyone into our Canadian speed skating family. 

• Integrity: We are honest and transparent. We disclose where we can and say when we can’t. We 
accept accountability and communicate openly while delivering on our promises. 

A historic National            
Sports organization
We strive to challenge and inspire Canada to thrive through the power of 
speed skating. We promise to be leaders in the relentless pursuit of our 
mission and vision, and to set the example of the values that define us.

Speed Skating Canada (SSC) is the governing body for long track and 
short track speed skating in Canada. Founded in 1887, SSC is comprised 
of 13 provincial and territorial associations. Together, we aim to challenge 
and inspire Canada to thrive through the power of speed skating. SSC 
celebrates the 63 Olympic medals won by Canadian athletes since 1932 
and recognizes the coaches, officials, volunteers and other dedicated 
individuals who helped them on their journey. 
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In November 2019, Speed Skating Canada 
unveiled a reinvigorated new brand – a simple, 
bold and iconically Canadian visual identity 
accompanied by the aspirational tagline ‘Faster 
Forward’.

Inspired by the shape of a speed skating oval, the 
new logo represents both the long track and short 
track disciplines. With a Canadian maple leaf 
at its heart, it is a true reflection of the rallying 
spirit and pride of the country’s most successful 
Olympic sport.

The rebranding project stems from our 2018-
2023 Strategic Plan which has among its aims 
to build speed skating’s profile by sharing the 

thrill of racing on ice with all Canadians. It is the 
first step in a multi-year effort to re-energize 
the sport community, increase participation and 
attract new fans.  

The development of this new visual identity was 
led by world-class design agency Will Creative 
Inc. and was created with an unmatched 
collaborative spirit. Over 2,750 members of the 
sport community – including athletes, coaches, 
officials, volunteers and more – participated 
in a brand survey and interviews as part of the 
research and development process.

The new brand has been rolled out across various 
touchpoints, including national team uniforms, 

domestic and international competitions and a 
merchandising program. The full implementation 
continues with the launch of a new website in 
summer 2020.

Visit www.speedskating.ca/brand for more 
information on the new Speed Skating Canada 
brand identity. 

A reinvigorated New 
BRand identity
Together, we’re moving faster forward.

“This rebrand definitely brings a lot of excitement to our sport! It 
does a great job of capturing what makes speed skating an amazing 
sport and putting it into a package we can be proud of.”

– Gilmore Junio, Olympian and National Team Athlete

Speed Skating Canada 2019-2020 Annual Report
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OPPERATIONAL 
EFFECTIVENESS

• Following an extensive 
brand audit and strategy 
development process, we 
unveiled a refreshing new 
brand for Speed Skating 
Canada. With a logo 
inspired by the shape of a 
speed skating oval and the 
aspirational tagline ‘faster 
forward’, the brand aims to 
build our sport’s profile.

• Continued roll-out of online 
team collaboration, HR 
management and strategic 
planning platforms is 
contributing to streamlined 
processes for our staff.

FINANCIAL HEALTH

• Our participation in a 
collaborative working group 
with the International Skating 
Union has led to positive 
developments in event 
hosting, where ISU financial 
contributions will increase for 
the 2020-2021 season. 

• We continue to collaborate 
with our new apparel 
partner, Descente, on suit 
development to ensure 
optimal performance, and on 
off-ice apparel design to best 
reflect our Canadian identity.

• Work has begun on the 
introduction of a Revenue 
Generation Committee of the 
Board, as well as a volunteer 
group to support SSC staff 
in the implementation of 
fundraising strategies and 
initiatives.

SYSTEM ALIGNMENT

• Following a comprehensive 
RFP process, Interpodia was 
selected as the provider of 
a new online platform to 
facilitate membership and 
event registration for the 
speed skating community in 
Canada.

• Monthly virtual meetings with 
PTSO leaders were initiated 
to increase information 
sharing and collaboration on 
key initiatives.

podium performances          
on and off the ice
Highlighting achievements within our 2018-2023 Strategic Plan 
goals of Sport Excellence and Organizational Excellence. SPORT DEVELOPMENT

• Progress continues in our 
review of sport development 
documentation, as updates 
are made to  the coaching 
pathway, officials training and 
certification requirements, 
and competition bidding 
guidelines.

• We are developing e-learning 
modules and rolling out the 
Coaching Association of 
Canada’s online Safe Sport 
module to facilitate at-home 
solutions to coach education. 

• ‘Women in Sport’ initiatives 
were introduced to support 
gender balance in officiating.

• Our first Talent Development 
Camp was held in Montreal 
in August 2019, with 50 
invited short track athletes 
participating in both on-ice 
training and off-ice sessions 
at the INS Quebec. 

• Our staff led an international 
event Organizing Committee 

for the first time, delivering 
a successful World Cup in 
Calgary to a reinvigorated 
crowd. In partnership with our 
colleagues at FPVQ, we also 
hosted two events in Montreal 
on behalf of the International 
Skating Union, including the 
inaugural Four Continents 
Short Track Championships.

INTERNATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE

• The short track team earned 
a total of 25 medals in World 
Cup competition, while the 
World Championships were 
cancelled due to COVID-19. 

• Highlights include Kim Boutin 
capturing nine individual 
medals at five World Cup 
events and Florence Brunelle 
earning two podium finishes 
in Canada’s inaugural 
participation in the Youth 
Olympic Games.

• We received ISU funding 
to host the first edition of 
the Canadian Short Track 

Invitational in Montreal, 
which provided an additional 
opportunity for NextGen 
athletes to compete against 
skaters from other countries.

• The long track team 
experienced its most 
successful season since 
2008, capturing 9 medals at 
the World Single Distance 
Championships and 31 World 
Cup podium finishes, along 
with Laurent Dubreuil and 
Ivanie Blondin becoming 
vice-champions at the World 
Sprint and World Allround 
Championships, respectively.

• Highlights include Graeme 
Fish’s world record in the 
10,000m and Ivanie Blondin 
becoming the first skater to 
win five consecutive World 
Cup gold medals in five 
different distances.

• The implementation of 
an Athlete Categorization 
Model allowed for the re-
introduction of training camps 
to the long track program.
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In January 2020, Speed Skating Canada led a comprehensive RFP process – in collaboration with various 
stakeholders from across the speed skating community – with the objective of selecting and implementing 
an integrated membership and events management platform that will become the backbone of our sport. 

In April 2020, SSC announced a new strategic partnership with Interpodia, a technology and online 
solutions provider that powers flexible, sport-specific platforms for sport organizations, clubs and events.

Interpodia will provide the Canadian speed skating community, from SSC down to the PTSOs and local 
clubs, with a digital platform that will facilitate easier member servicing and drive growth opportunities. 
SSC will complete initial roll-out of Interpodia’s platform in August 2020 and will work closely with PTSOs 
to identify their unique transition needs and develop a full training and roll-out strategy.

A Strong national 
membership
Proudly representing over 12,000 athletes, coaches, officials 
and volunteers from coast-to-coast.

Skaters 1 Associates 2 Others 3 Total

Alberta 656 526 0 1,182

British Columbia 730 475 51 1,256

Manitoba 144 67 0 211

New Brunswick 316 19 0 335

Newfoundland & Labrador 4 0 0 0 0

Northwest Territories 196 1 0 197

Nova Scotia 354 59 3 416

Nunavut 49 12 0 61

Ontario 1,361 441 0 1,802

Prince Edward Island 101 1 0 102

Quebec 5,614 610 0 6,224

Saskatchewan 263 200 0 463

Yukon 43 43 0 86

9,827 2,454 54 12,335
1. Skaters includes the Elite, Competitive, Participant and Introductory membership categories
2. Associates includes registered Coaches, Officials, Volunteers and Parents
3. Others includes those registered for SSC Special Events and Other Programming
4. Membership data for Newfoundland & Labrador was not available at the time of publication

Speed Skating Canada 2019-2020 Annual Report
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ALBERTA

• The Board of Directors 
reviewed the AASSA Strategic 
Plan, which ran from 2016-
2020. This comprehensive 
evaluation will be revisited 
with a post-COVID-19 lens as 
the speed skating community 
settles into its new normal. 

• Navigated through a number 
of staffing changes, hiring 
a new interim Technical 
Director and two Office 
Managers. 

• Alberta skaters represented 
Canada on the international 
stage in both short track and 
long track.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

• Participated at the BC Winter 
Games in Fort St John, which 
featured Special Olympics 
athletes in the speed skating 
events and a ‘Young Officials’ 
mentorship and apprentice 
program.

• Expanded the BC Speed 
Skating Academy program 
to include competitive L2T, 
T2T and Junior skaters. 
Programming was delivered 
in camp-based formats 
and on ‘Academy Sundays’ 
at the re-launched BC Cup 
competitions.

• Hosted the inaugural Speed 
Week, a provincial initiative to 
find BC’s fastest skater. 

MANITOBA

• Offered school programs 
and open houses across the 
province, including the 101st 
Annual School Races with 
close to 500 participants.

• Organized two multi-sport 
programs with Cycling 
Manitoba, Triathlon Manitoba 
and Cross-Country Skiing 
Manitoba to give youth aged 
8-12 the chance to cross-train 
together in four sports.

• Working to implement 
virtual officials’ clinics in 
collaboration with other 
PTSOs to make development 
and certification more 
accessible. 

• Successfully took over 
operations of the Susan Auch 
Speed Skating Oval and ran it 
on a volunteer basis.

Highlights from        
across the country
Our Provincial and Territorial Sport Organizations (PTSOs) 
have put in countless hours to help grow the sport. NEW BRUNSWICK

• Developed and delivered 
a virtual at-home training 
program geared towards 
skaters in the Train to Train 
stage.

• Regan MacKinley won the 
province’s first medal in over a 
decade at the Canadian Youth 
Long Track Championships, 
earning bronze in the 300m.

• Hired recently retired 
national team skater Jamie 
Macdonald, a 2018 Olympian, 
as the new Technical Director 
and Provincial Coach.

• New Brunswick athletes won 
a total of 10 medals, including 
three gold, at the Special 
Olympics Canada Winter 
Games in Thunder Bay.

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR

• Newfoundland and Labrador 
skaters participated in 
competitions throughout 
Atlantic Canada, winning 

medals at the Atlantic Cup 
in Fredericton and Atlantic 
Championships in Dieppe.

• Brandon Park represented 
the province at the Special 
Olympics Canada Winter 
Games in Thunder Bay, 
winning two silver and one 
gold medal.

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

• Continued to grow the 
territorial high performance 
program, with athletes from 
both Yellowknife and Inuvik 
participating in national and 
regional competitions, and 
several skaters training full-
time at the Olympic Oval.

• Hosted a FUNdamentals 
coaching workshop and an 
officials’ clinic in Yellowknife, 
while also assisting with 
coaching and skater 
development camps in Fort 
Simpson and Hay River.

• Welcomed 110 participants 
at the 2020 Territorial 

Championships, which were 
used as trials to select the 
teams for the Arctic Winter 
Games, where a full team 
of 16 athletes were set to 
compete before cancellation.

NOVA SCOTIA

• Hosted an Atlantic long track 
camp, the Atlantic Long Track 
Championships and the Fifth 
Annual Oval Meltdown at the 
Emera Oval in Halifax.

• Nova Scotia’s Cooper Emin 
made his international 
debut, representing Canada 
at the ISU Junior World 
Cup and winning gold in 
the team sprint. He shared 
his experience in a virtual 
interview with young skaters 
from his home club.

• In partnership with local 
clubs across the province, 
hosted “You Can Do That 
Here” open houses, PD Day 
speed camps and more to 
grow membership.

Speed Skating Canada 2019-2020 Annual Report
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NUNAVUT

• Developed a new corporate 
fundraising campaign and 
membership recruitment 
strategy through the ‘Learn 
to Skate’ program, resulting in 
a $30,000 contribution from 
NorthwesTel for the Iqaluit 
and Cambridge Bay clubs.

• Establishing a masters 
program in Iqaluit to create 
skating and competition 
opportunities for skaters aged 
18+, which aligns with the 
Nunavut Sport and Recreation 
Strategy’s goal of lifelong 
sport participation.

• Through territorial funding and 
fundraising, 13 Arctic Winter 
Games skaters travelled 
to New Brunswick for a 
competition development 
opportunity. 

ONTARIO

• Ontario’s Special Olympic 
athletes earned 43 medals 
and 59 personal bests at the 
Special Olympics Canada 
Winter Games in Thunder Bay.

• Hosted nearly 20 provincial-
level competitions for 
skaters of all ages and skill 
levels, as well as numerous 
officiating and coaching 
clinics throughout the season, 
producing 28 new Level 1 
and six new Level 2 officials, 
along with 10 newly certified 
coaches. 

• Revisions to the short 
track technical bulletin 
reintroduced mixed gender 
racing and racing on the 111m 
track, changes that resulted 
in more competitive and 
meaningful races for skaters. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

• Welcomed 125 skaters from 
a dozen Atlantic clubs to the 
28th annual Atlantic Cup in 
Charlottetown. 

• Partnered with PEI Winter 
Love Fest to host two ‘Try 
Speed Skating’ sessions, one 
aimed at children and one at 
adults, which helped recruit 
several skaters.

• Organized two mini-camps 
featuring PEI’s fastest-ever 
skater Scott Beamish and 
Olympian Jamie Macdonald. 

• Hosted a FUNdamentals 
coaching workshop and 
Speed Skate PEI’s Technical 
Director co-delivered an 
Introduction to Competition 
workshop in New Brunswick.

Highlights from        
across the country
Our Provincial and Territorial Sport Organizations (PTSOs) 
have put in countless hours to help grow the sport.

QUEBEC

• Launched the ‘École de patin 
les Pingouins’ introduction 
to skating program, which 
was adopted by many clubs. 
The program resulted in the 
development of three new 
speed skating schools while 
putting best practices into 
place across the existing 
network of schools. 

• Provided a dozen training 
clinics to 107 coaches 
(including 40 female coaches) 
and offered numerous 
continuing education 
opportunities. 

• Led organization of the ISU 
World Cup Short Track and ISU 
Four Continents Short Track 
Championships in Montreal, 
along with 70+ regional and 
national competitions across 
the province.

SASKATCHEWAN

• Unveiled a new logo and 
launched a rebuilt website 
this season, and looking to 
create a database to better 
track the personal best times 
for all skaters.

• Saskatchewan skaters 
established 13 new provincial 
records throughout the 
season, highlighted by 
Graeme Fish’s world record in 
the 10,000m. 

• Facilitated training and 
educational opportunities to 
help certify dozens of coaches 
throughout the province. 

YUKON

• Selected eight skaters to the 
Arctic Winter Games team, 
who unfortunately could 
not participate due to the 
cancellation of the event.

• Whitehorse Rapids Speed 
Skating Club masters skater 
Barry Sugden captured two 
medals at the World Masters 
Games in Innsbruck.

• Organized a pair of speed 
skating camps, led by Chris 
Acton and Joffrey Larocque, 
in which skaters and coaches 
from Alaska took part.
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It was a season to remember for 
the Canadian national long track 
team, winners of an impressive 
51 medals on the international 
stage.

WORLD CUPS

The team captured 31 medals  
(9 gold, 9 silver, 13 bronze) on 
the World Cup circuit, its highest 
total since the 2008-09 season. 
A total of 27 skaters took part 
in a World Cup race this season, 

saw 15 national and NextGen 
skaters participate. Brooklyn 
McDougall, Jake Weidemann and 
Maddison Pearman each earned 
two medals – the first of their 
senior international careers. 

In an impressive showing at the 
World Junior Championships, five 
of Canada’s eight skaters finished 
top-10 in the overall rankings, 
including a bronze medal 
performance by Alexa Scott.

PROGRAM UPDATES

The implementation of an Athlete 
Categorization Model for tiered 
funding allowed some training 
camps to be integrated back into 
the long track high performance 
program, which was one of 
the contributing factors to the 
season’s success. The program 
also promoted Cathy Tong to 
Manager, High Performance.

including six who made their 
debut.

CONTINENTAL & WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

The season was highlighted 
by nine podium performances 
at the World Single Distance 
Championships, including World 
Champion titles for Ivanie Blondin 
(Mass Start), Graeme Fish 
(10,000m) and Ted-Jan Bloemen 
(5000m). 

KEY PERFORMERS

Ivanie Blondin

• 10 World Cup medals, 
including gold in five different 
distances

• World Champion: mass start

• Silver at the World Allround 
Championships

Graeme Fish

• World Champion: 10,000m

• Set a world record in the 
10,000m

• World Championship bronze 
in the 5000m

Laurent Dubreuil

• Silver at the World Sprint 
Championships

• World Championship bronze 
in the 1000m

• 3rd overall in the 500m and 
1000m World Cup rankings

Blondin also won silver to become 
only the fifth Canadian woman to 
earn a medal at the World Allround 
Championships since 1936, while 
Laurent Dubreuil’s silver at the 
World Sprint Championships put 
him among elite company as 
only the fourth Canadian to reach 
the men’s podium in the event’s  
50-year history.

Canadian athletes also captured 
eight medals at the inaugural ISU 
Four Continents Speed Skating 
Championships, an event that 

Ted-Jan Bloemen

• World Champion: 5000m

• World Championship silver in 
the 10,000m

Jordan Belchos and Antoine 
Gélinas-Beaulieu

• World Championship silver 
and bronze in the mass start

Isabelle Weidemann

• 2nd overall in the long 
distance World Cup rankings

Women’s Team Pursuit (Blondin, 
Weidemann and Valérie Maltais)

• World Championship bronze

• 1st overall in the World Cup 
rankings

Alexa Scott

• Bronze at the World Junior 
Championships 

Record medal haul in     
Long Track                      
National Team program has most successful international 
season in over a decade.

The highest World Cup medal 
total for the long track team 
since the 2008-09 season. 

Number of medals won at the 
World Single Distance, World 

Allround & Sprint and World Junior 
Championships.

12

31
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Despite being cut short due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Canadian 
national short track team had 
a very successful international 
campaign.

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

The team won 25 World Cup 
medals (10 gold, 8 silver, 7 
bronze), its highest total since the 
2016-17 season. Sixteen skaters 
represented Canada on the World 
Cup stage this season, including 

cancelled in early March due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

The development and junior teams 
took part in a series of NextGen 
competition opportunities, 
including the Dutch Cup, Alta 
Valtellina Trophy and Shanghai 
Trophy. The inaugural Canadian 
Short Track Invitational was also 
hosted in Montreal, with over 70 
Canadian skaters and athletes 
from six other countries taking 
part. 

PROGRAM UPDATES

Sébastien Cros was elevated 
to coach of the men’s national 
team, while Jon Cavar took on 
additional responsibilities with 
the development team. The 
program also welcomed Shana 
Jean into the fold as the new 
Coordinator, High Performance.

seven who made their debut.

Kim Boutin was almost perfect 
on the international circuit, 
reaching the podium in nine of 
ten individual distances, including 
seven gold medals. Steven Dubois 
and Courtney Sarault won four 
World Cup medals apiece, while 
also reaching the overall podium 
at the inaugural Four Continents 
Short Track Championships in 
Montreal, where Canada captured 
an impressive 10 medals. 

KEY PERFORMERS

Kim Boutin

• 9 World Cup medals, 
including five straight gold in 
the 500m

• Set a World Record in the 
500m

• Gold in all six distances at 
Canadian Championships

• 1st overall in the 500m World 
Cup rankings 

Steven Dubois

• Gold in all six distances at 
Canadian Championships

• Second overall at Four 
Continents Championships

• Ranked top-10 in all individual 
World Cup distances 

Florence Brunelle’s international 
debut was one to remember. 
The 16-year-old won two silver 
medals at the World Junior 
Championships and brought home 
a pair of bronze medals from the 
Youth Olympic Games, where 
she and Félix Pigeon became the 
first-ever Canadians to take part 
in the short track program. 

The World Championships, 
scheduled for South Korea, along 
with four domestic events, were 

Courtney Sarault

• Third overall at Four 
Continents Championships

Florence Brunelle

• Silver in 500m and 1500m at 
World Junior Championships

• Bronze in 500m and 1000m 
at Youth Olympic Games

Women’s Relay

• 2nd overall in World Cup 
rankings 

• Five World Cup medals, 
including first gold since 
2014-15 season 

incredible performances 
in short track
Cancelled World Championships puts damper on otherwise 
successful international season.

Number of individual World Cup 
medals won by Kim Boutin in 

only five events.

Number of medals won by Florence 
Brunelle at the World Junior 

Championships and Youth Olympic 
Games.

4

9

Speed Skating Canada 2019-2020 Annual Report

2221



Number of domestic events – 
four in short track and one in 

long track – cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Number of skaters who 
earned a National Champion 

title this season in short track 
and long track.

Number of spectators who 
attended international events in 

Montreal and Calgary.

5228,342

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

On the international side, Canada 
hosted an ISU World Cup in both 
short track (Montreal) and long 
track (Calgary), as well as the 
inaugural ISU Four Continents 
Short Track Championships 
(Montreal).

ISU World Cup Short Track 
(Montreal)

• November 8-10, 2019

• 175 skaters from 28 countries

• 3,448 spectators 

ISU Four Continents Short Track 
Championships (Montreal)

• January 11-12, 2020

• 62 skaters from 8 countries

• 2,008 spectators 

ISU World Cup Speed Skating 
(Calgary) 

• February 7-8, 2020

• 242 skaters from 27 countries 

• 2,886 spectators 

The Maurice Richard Arena in 
Montreal also played host to the 
first-ever Canadian Short Track 
Invitational, an ISU-sanctioned 
event that served as a high-level 
competition opportunity for junior 
and NextGen skaters.

NATIONAL EVENTS

At the national level, the 2019-20 
season saw the communities of 
Montreal, Sherbrooke, Calgary, 
Red Deer and Fort St. John play 
host to a total of 10 competitions 
– five in each discipline . Through 
those events, 22 national 
champions were crowned in 
various age categories.

In March 2020, Speed Skating 
Canada made the difficult 
decision to cancel all remaining 
domestic events of the 2019-20 
season – four in short track and 
one in long track – due to the 
health and safety risks of the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) to 
our participants.

We wish to thank our local 
organizing committees for 
volunteering their time to plan 
and deliver first-class events for 
our skaters, coaches and officials 
throughout the season.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 

The following 22 skaters were 
crowned national champions in 
their respective disciplines and 
age categories for the 2019-20 
season.

Short Track

• Kim Boutin (Women)

• Steven Dubois (Men)

• Mégan Boudrias (Junior 
Women)

• Matej Pederson (Junior Men)

Long Track 

• Kaylin Irvine (Women’s 500m; 
1000m)

• Ivanie Blondin (Women’s 
1500m; 3000m; Mass Start)

• Isabelle Weidemann (Women’s 
5000m)

• Gilmore Junio (Men’s 500m)

• David La Rue (Men’s 1000m; 
1500m)

• Graeme Fish (Men’s 5000m)

• Ted-Jan Bloemen (Men’s 
10,000m)

• Hayden Mayeur (Men’s Mass 
Start)

• Alexa Scott (Junior Women)

• Frank Roth (Junior Men)

• Amelia Schepp (Youth F11)

• Tatiana De Vlieg (Youth F12)

• Sofia Bieber (Youth F13)

• Sidney Bennie (Youth F14)

• Benjamin Konwicki (Youth M12)

• Jalen Doan (Youth M13)

• Ethan Vandenberg (Youth M14)

• Kegan Waddington (Youth M15)

Competitions of all         
shapes and sizes
Skaters of all ages competed at international and domestic events hosted 
by Speed Skating Canada and local Organizing Committees nation-wide.
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COACHES

• Recorded 414 NCCP coach 
training and evaluation 
events, nearly double the 
number from last season, 
and delivered 98 non-NCCP 
professional development 
events, fulfilling the 
Maintenance of Certification 
requirements for 100 coaches.

• Working with the Coaching 
Association of Canada to 
introduce and manage 
online course and workshop 
delivery (within the Intro 
to Competition context) 
and training opportunities 
(Learning Facilitators) during 
self-isolation. 

• Updated pathway documents 
for coaching contexts 
(FUNdamentals, Introduction 
to Competition, Competition 
Development) and created 

a Coaching Tip template for 
a future Coaching Education 
Hub.

• Identifying online learning 
opportunities and developing 
modules and content to help 
further coach education.

• Hosted a PTSO Town Hall 
on concussion research and 
helmet design, while also 
providing support to PTSOs 
for the training of Coach 
Developers.

OFFICIALS

• Assigned 108 officials to 
15 national competitions 
and assigned Canadian 
development officials to ISU 
events hosted in Canada.

• Continuing the review of 
training and certification 
requirements for officials, 

including standardized 
delivery and development 
pathway. 

• Reviewing the introduction 
of the Coaching Association 
of Canada’s Safe Sport 
training and Making Head 
Way concussion awareness 
module for officials.

• Implemented ‘Women in 
Sport’ initiatives to support 
gender balance in officiating 
and created an officials’ 
development grant program 
for PTSOs.

GROWING AND        
DEVELOPING OUR Sport
We’re putting in the work to support the development of 
athletes, coaches, and officials.

ATHLETES

• Working on the rollout of 
the Coaching Association of 
Canada’s newly launched 
Safe Sport e-learning module 
within the speed skating 
community. The training is 
available for free through the 
NCCP Locker and Safe Sport 
microsite and will be required 
for all involved at the NSO 
level.

• Organized and hosted a Talent 
Development Camp in August 
2019, attended by over 50 
short track skaters, at the 

National Training Centre in 
Montreal. The camp included 
on-ice training, off-ice 
sessions at INS Quebec and 
programming for provincial 
coaches.

• Continued relationship with 
RBC Training Ground, which 
is currently providing funding 
to four high performance 
athletes looking to transition 
to speed skating.

COMPETITIONS

• Began renewal of the 
event bidding and hosting 
documents for national 
championships and domestic-
level competitions.

• Reviewing athlete eligibility 
guidelines for the 2023 
Canada Winter Games in 
Prince Edward Island.
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Canadians engaged with our sport by watching on television or online 
and by connecting with us via our website and social channels.

Number of unique users 
that visited speedskating.ca 

for news and information.

Number of current social 
media followers across all 
platforms, an increase of 
14.5% from last season.

Number of viewers 
who watched speed 

skating on CBC Sports 
platforms.

115k 17k1.2M

TELEVISION

For the 2019-20 season, all 
international short track and 
long track events were available 
to watch on television or online 
via CBC Sports platforms. This 
accounted for 14 hours of network 
broadcast, watched by 1,176,700 
viewers, and over 150 hours of 
live web streaming, watched by 
39,521 viewers.

WEBSITE

From June 2019 to May 2020, 
Speed Skating Canada’s website 
(speedskating.ca) welcomed 
115,224 unique users who 
collectively generated 704,174 
webpage views. 

NEWS

From June 2019 to May 2020, 
Speed Skating Canada published 
and distributed a total of 98 news 
articles, covering a wide variety 
of topics such as the long track 
national team (41), short track 
national team (28), domestic 
competitions (10), administration 
(12) and sport development (7). 

SOCIAL MEDIA

From June 2019 to May 2020, 
Speed Skating Canada’s social 
media channels saw a combined 
increase of 1,922 followers 
and generated nearly 3 million 
impressions. 

The content distributed through 
the SurGlace.ca platform and 
social media accounts – a 
partnership between SSC, FPVQ 
and Balboa Sport – helped 
generate an additional 772,666 
impressions and 75,485 
pageviews.

MERCHANDISE

A merchandising program was 
quietly launched in conjunction 
with Speed Skating Canada’s new 
brand identity, offering clothing 
and accessories for sale through 
an e-shop as well as on-site at all 
three international events hosted 
this year. In total, we sold 270 
items in less than a full season.

a Growing and engaged 
community

Followers Impressions Interactions

Facebook 7,137 1,145,326 101,743

Instagram 5,229 765,294 70,816

Twitter 4,101 891,900 8,767

YouTube 797 95,933 12,403

17,264 2,898,453 193,729
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“Descente is very proud 
to be associated with the 
Canadian speed skating 
team once again.”  

- Shuichi Koseki
President and CEO                  

Descente Ltd.

To kick off the 2019-20 season, Japanese-based manufacturer Descente Ltd. became the Official Supplier 
of High Performance Apparel for Canada’s national speed skating teams. From competition skinsuits, 
to podium wear and off-ice apparel, the new partnership provides Canadian athletes with a new look 
throughout a four-year agreement which includes the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing.

Between 1998 and 2010, Canadian athletes captured 21 long track and 19 short track medals wearing 
Descente suits at the Olympic Games.  Looking ahead to Beijing 2022, we will collaborate in extensive 
research and development in the area of skinsuit technology. A global merchandising program run by 
Descente, with replica apparel inspired by Speed Skating Canada, will also help to promote the sport 
worldwide and generate revenue for the Canadian program.

An agreement was also reached with Cochrane, AB based 4iiii Innovations to provide our national team 
skaters with cycling power meters, heart rate monitors and other training tools.  

Speed Skating Canada is proud to be affiliated with the following partners and corporate sponsors, 
whose contributions to our organization help ensure growth at the grassroots level and unmatched 
success on the international stage.

Proud partners Helping 
Us Reach the Podium
Descente Ltd. welcomed back as Official Supplier of High 
Performance Apparel for Canada’s national teams.

SPONSORS

SUPPLIERS

FUNDING PARTNERS SPORT PARTNERS
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Blair R. Carbert  President

André Beaulieu  Treasurer

Stefan Waples   Athlete Director

Denis Leclerc   Director

Dave McQuaid   Director

Geri McCuish   Director

Lyn Radford   Director

Danielle Daigle   Director

Dozens of People Working 
Behind-The-Scenes
Three new staff members and two new 
board members join the SSC team.

NATIONAL OFFICE (OTTAWA)

Susan Auch                                                      
Chief Executive Officer

Shawn Holman                                               
Chief Sport Officer

David Morrison                                        
Manager, Sport Development

Nicole Espenant                                      
Manager, Marketing and 
Communications

Trina Watters                                           
Manager, Finance and 
Administration 

Katherine Strong                                                  
Senior Coordinator, Leadership and 
Operations 

Alain Brouillette                                                    
Senior Coordinator, Marketing and 
Communications

Alicia Krywiak                                      
Senior Coordinator, Membership and 
Alignment

Jill Lynch                                              
Coordinator, Events

Jessica Price                                      
Coordinator, Sport Development

SHORT TRACK (MONTREAL)

Jennifer Cottin                                          
Director, High Performance

Shana Jean                                         
Coordinator, High Performance

Sébastien Cros                                             
Coach, Men’s National Team

Frédéric Blackburn, ChPC                       
Coach, Women’s National Team

Jon Cavar, ChPC                                          
Coach, Development Team

Jeffrey Scholten, ChPC                            
Coach, NextGen

Laurent Daignault                               
Equipment Technician

LONG TRACK (CALGARY & 
QUEBEC CITY)

Cathy Tong                                                
Manager, High Performance

Bart Schouten, ChPC                                
Coach, National Teams

Gregor Jelonek                                            
Coach, National Teams

Mark Wild                                                      
Coach, National Teams

Remmelt Eldering                                       
Coach, National Teams

Todd McClements                                    
Coach, National Teams

Reece Derraugh                                   
Equipment Technician
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REVENUE

Excellence Funding1 40.9%

Sport Canada
(Sport Support Program) 26.1%

International Hosting 21.1%

Membership and Affiliation 4.8%

Sponsorship 3.4%

International Skating Union 1.7%

Other 1.1%

Canadian Olympic Committee 0.9%

Financial Overview from 
2019-2020 fiscal year

EXPENSES

50.5% High Performance Programs

22.4% Governance and Operations

19.4% International Hosting

3.8% Domestic Programs and Sport 
Development

2.6% Marketing, Communications 
and Partnerships

1.3% Alignment Projects

1. Excellence Funding includes funds from Sport Canada, the Canadian Olympic Committee and the Canadian Olympic Foundation, as 
recommended by Own the Podium.
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